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SENTENCE ADMINISTRATION AMENDMENT BILL 2017 — URGENCY 

120. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Attorney General: 

Attorney General, I refer to your shameless political grandstanding around the important no body, no parole 
legislation, including declaring the bill urgent in this house, and to your disgusting comments that the Liberal Party 
was giving comfort to murderers by not supporting the legislation. Can you confirm that last night in the other 
place, it was revealed that you and your government are simply not prepared to proclaim this important legislation, 
even if it is passed in both houses today? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 

What an incredible question from the Leader of the Opposition, who, when he was part of the government, 
gutted — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. When I am on my feet, you do not 
talk. You have just asked the question. You might not like the answer, but that is the answer you are getting. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. In my tone of reply, I do not want to be patronising in any way of 
the honourable member, the Leader of the Opposition, when he said, “But you won’t proclaim the bill.” That is 
quite correct. We cannot proclaim the bill until the Legislative Council has passed the bill. We cannot go to 
Executive Council until it has been passed. The bill was proclaimed an urgent bill in this house, with the support 
of the opposition. When the bill came on, the opposition in this chamber fell over themselves to support the bill, 
because there were people in your gallery, Mr Speaker, who have lost loved ones whose remains have never been 
recovered. The matter then went to the Legislative Council, where it remained in committee until the second last 
week of the parliamentary session last year. It is now before the Legislative Council. It was before the committee 
for most of last year. It was before the Legislative Council for most of yesterday and into last night, and the 
Legislative Council still could not deal with it, and it will be back on again today. This government is intent on having 
that bill proclaimed before the Executive Council promptly, as soon as these people in the Legislative Council pass 
the bill. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: You could have brought it on last year. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I will take that interjection from the member for Carine. Yes, it could have been brought on 
last year and brought to the Legislative Council. We brought it on in the first half of last year promptly, and the 
opposition sent it off to a committee, and it had it in committee all year—until the second last week. We could not 
proclaim the bill because the opposition had it buried in committee, and it is being held up in Committee of the 
Whole in the other chamber at this moment. This is an ill-conceived question. We cannot proclaim the bill until 
the Legislative Council has passed the bill! I am sorry. I do not want to be patronising, but this is a basic principle 
of constitutional law. What will Her Excellency the Governor say when I rock up there and say, “The Legislative 
Assembly has passed the bill; will you sign off on it, Your Excellency?” Her Excellency would say, “Why are you 
doing this, Attorney?”, and I would say, “Because that goose who leads the opposition is insisting that I do this.” 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER: Attorney General, you will withdraw that last remark. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Mr Speaker, I am sorry I referred to him as a fowl. I do apologise; I do. I withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER: Sit down. When I ask you to withdraw, you withdraw it properly. You do not have anything 
added on. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I withdraw, Mr Speaker. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Nonetheless, if I had to go to Exco now at the behest of the Leader of the Opposition, 
Her Excellency would say, “Has this passed both houses of Parliament?”, and I would say no. She would then say, 
“Why are you here?”, and I would say, “Because the Leader of the Opposition doesn’t understand the constitution 
of Western Australia.” 
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